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total   want   of    artillery,   ammunition,    and   other
requisites."

Seckendorf's campaign ended in disaster. He was
driven back from Nissa which he had been ordered to
attack, and he returned to Vienna in disgrace. Ardent
Catholics attributed his defeat to his Protestant tenets.
The Empress's Lutheran past was brought up once
more, and violent quarrels broke out at the Court.
Seckendorf was tried by a court martial, found guilty,
and confined to a fortress.

In February 1737, in the midst of these anxieties
about the wax, Maria Theresa's first child was born. It
was a girl, Maria Elisabeth. For months after the
birth of their daughter she and Francis felt the un-
spoken atmosphere of reproach which surrounded them.
In July, the last of the Medici died in Tuscany. The
King of Sicily put forward a claim to the Duchy, but
with the help of France he was quietened, and Francis
could have gone to Tuscany to take over his new Duchy.
Maria Theresa longed to leave the depressing atmosphere
in Vienna, but she was not yet strong enough to persuade
Francis to do so. He insisted on remaining, and though
she was the loser in this their first conflict, she was
gathering strength.

He had refused to go, because for months he had
harboured a secret desire to take a prominent part in
the war against the Turks. He therefore called himself
" Royal Highness/' wrote many official documents to
Tuscany proclaiming himself as the new ruler, but^
stayed in Vienna.

Maria Theresa made the best of the situation and
encouraged this ambition- She was determined to make
a great general out of her husband. For, utterly
devoted as she was to him, she preferred to see him